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Review:
•
•
•

Make sure you are authentically seeking.
Seek wisdom in general, not just the specific answer you want to hear.
Listen to God to speak quietly to your heart.

Special Cases:
•
•
•

Angels, e.g. Paul (Acts 27:21-26)
Dreams, e.g. Joseph (Genesis 37, 40)
Open Visions, e.g. Peter (Acts 10:9-16)

Questions To Ask Yourself About What You Are Hearing:
•

•

•

•

Does it honor the Word?
o 2 Timothy 3:16–17 (ESV) - 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that
the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.
o 2 Peter 1:16–21 (ESV) - 16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we
made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were
eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For when he received honor and glory from God
the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” 18 we ourselves heard this very voice
borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain. 19 And we have
the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay
attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the
morning star rises in your hearts, 20 knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of
Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation. 21 For no prophecy was
ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried
along by the Holy Spirit.
Does it honor Jesus?
o 1 Corinthians 12:3 (ESV) - 3 Therefore I want you to understand that no one
speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say
“Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit.
Does it honor the Holy Spirit?
o 1 Corinthians 12:11 (ESV) - 11 All these are empowered by one and the same
Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills.
Does it reflect the fruit of the spirit, especially Love?
o Galatians 5:22–23 (ESV) - 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things
there is no law.
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•

•

Is the fruit of wisdom represented?
o Luke 7:35 (ESV) - 35 Yet wisdom is justified by all her children.”
o Proverbs 3:13-18 - 13 Blessed are those who find wisdom, those who gain
understanding, 14 for she is more profitable than silver and yields better returns
than gold. 15 She is more precious than rubies; nothing you desire can compare
with her. 16 Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor.
17 Her ways are pleasant ways, and all her paths are peace. 18 She is a tree of
life to those who take hold of her; those who hold her fast will be blessed.
o The blessings of wisdom are not necessarily about appeasing the flesh (the
desires of our bodies and minds), but wisdom can show up that way.
Does it honor the church?
o 1 Corinthians 12:12–13 (ESV) - 12 For just as the body is one and has many
members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is
with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or
Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.
o Hebrews 10:24–25 (ESV) - 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to
love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some,
but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.
o Spiritual Gifts
▪ Gifts from Jesus: Ephesians 4:9–16 (ESV) - 9 (In saying, “He ascended,”
what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower regions,
the earth? 10 He who descended is the one who also ascended far above
all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) 11 And he gave the apostles,
the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until
we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of
Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the
waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning,
by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the truth in love,
we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16
from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with
which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body
grow so that it builds itself up in love.
▪ Gifts from the Holy Spirit: 1 Corinthians 12:7–10 (ESV) - 7 To each is given
the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is given
through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance
of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same
Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the
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working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to
distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to
another the interpretation of tongues.
▪ Gifts from the Father: Romans 12:3–8 (ESV) - 3 For by the grace given to
me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than
he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to
the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have
many members, and the members do not all have the same function, 5 so
we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one
of another. 6 Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let
us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7 if service, in our
serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in
his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who
leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.
o Gatherings of the church community:
▪ Colossians 3:16 (ESV) - 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,
teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.
▪ James 5:13–16 (ESV) - 13 Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is
anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let
him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him,
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer of faith
will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has
committed sins, he will be forgiven. 16 Therefore, confess your sins to one
another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of
a righteous person has great power as it is working.
▪ Acts 4:24–31 (ESV) - 24 And when they heard it, they lifted their voices
together to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the
earth and the sea and everything in them, 25 who through the mouth of
our father David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit, “ ‘Why did the
Gentiles rage, and the peoples plot in vain? 26 The kings of the earth set
themselves, and the rulers were gathered together, against the Lord and
against his Anointed’— 27 for truly in this city there were gathered
together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both
Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of
Israel, 28 to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take
place. 29 And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your
servants to continue to speak your word with all boldness, 30 while you
stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed
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•

through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31 And when they had
prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word
of God with boldness.
▪ Acts 13:2 (ESV) - 2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the
Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to
which I have called them.”
Does it honor the advice of wise people?
o Proverbs 15:22 - 22 Without counsel plans fail, but with many advisers they
succeed.
o Proverbs 11:14 - 14 Where there is no guidance, a people falls, but in an
abundance of counselors there is safety.
o Proverbs 24:6 - 6 for by wise guidance you can wage your war, and in abundance
of counselors there is victory.
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