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"Becoming A Purposeful Giver" 
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Bishop Edward A. Smith 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 INTRODUCTION TO LESSON 
 
 
 
Life Group Lesson Objective:  Understand the meaning and of giving purposeful 
as a way of life. 
 
 
Life Group Leader preparation: 
2 Cor 9: 6-10 

But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth 

bountifully shall reap also bountifully.  Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let 

him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.   And God is able to 

make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may 

abound to every good work:  As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the 

poor: his righteousness remaineth forever.  Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both 

minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your 

righteousness;) 

 

Why should we become a purposeful giver? 

What does God’s word say about it? 

How do I become a purposeful giver? 

The blessings of becoming a purposeful giver? 

 

I Cor 3:6 – God gives the increase 

Luke 6:38 – God gives back to us good measure, pressed down, shake together, 

running over blessing………. 
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WEEK #1:  Seeking God First… 

Discussion Question:  How do you become a purposeful giver? 

2 Cor 8:3-5 (NLT) 

• For I can testify that they gave not only what they could afford, but far more. And they 

did it of their own free will. 4 They begged us again and again for the privilege of sharing 

in the gift for the believers in Jerusalem. 5 They even did more than we had hoped, for 

their first action was to give themselves to the Lord and to us, just as God wanted them to 

do. 
 

1. 2Cor 8:4 …for their first action was to give themselves first to the Lord…. 

a. …they saw giving as a ministry, serving God and serving others 

2. Their first action… They had a plan…. a godly plan…they were in agreement 

a. If you’re an individual…agree with God 

b. If you are two or more …. agree with God and each other 

 

 

In 2 Cor 8:1-2 – Paul wrote that the church at Macedonia was very poor, but they were filled 

with “abundant joy”, which overflowed in rich generosity. 

• Vs 3 – they gave far more than what they could afford. 

• Vs 4 – they considered giving a type of “fellowship” being intimately involved with 

believers in Jerusalem.   

 

Seeking God first…. And he will give you everything you need. 
 

Let’s be honest – Discussion: What is your plan to become a purposeful giver? 

  

 

 

WEEK #2: BE ENCOURAGED TO ABOUND IN THE GRACE OF GIVING 
Discussion Question: Is purposeful giving a sign of a believer? 

• Eph 5:1 – Imitate God, therefore in everything you do, because you are his dear children. 

 

2 Cor 9:7 -  God loves and takes pleasure in a cheerful giver: 

➢ We know that unbelievers are generous givers also…. however, we as the body of Christ 

are motivated by LOVE, not to have our name in lights or be able to call a favor.  We do 

it because God’s word “encourages” us to be cheerful, hilarious givers.  

 

• Make up your own mind – decide in advance – to be a cheerful giver 

• Plan to give –  

o Put it in your budget (beyond the tithe) 

o Ask God for wisdom – so it’s not emotional 

o Don’t allow the enemy to bring guilt if you’re not able to give now…by faith your 

future looks great.  God is perfecting EVERYTHNG that concerns you. 

▪ Psalm 138:8 – God will work out his plans for my life. (NLT) 

• Planning is so important 
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o Be eager and read, because you are becoming a purposeful giver. 

▪ Your time, money & resources 

o Don’t always wait for someone to ask…. INITIATE BEING A GIVER 

▪ Your talents and resources 

o If you’re asking someone to give don’t be moved by their circumstances...they 

may becoming a “purposeful giver”.   Don’t rob them of their joy and blessing of 

giving. 

 

GIVING ADDS VALUE TO OTHER PEOPLES LIVES 

 

Remember “Jesus said it’s more blessed to give than it is to receive” 

 
Let’s be honest - Discussion: -  What is hindering you from becoming a 
purposeful giver.... don’t just think in terms of money $$$. 
 

 

 

WEEK #3: The Law of Sowing and Reaping 
Group Discussion Questions: Give an example of sowing & reaping from your own 

personal perspective…. 

 

Things to know: Becoming a Purposeful Giver: 

➢ Gal 6:8 – 9:   and let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap if we 

faint not. 

➢ Don’t despise these small beginnings, for the lord rejoices to see the work begin.  

Zechariah 4:10 NLT 

  

 

Jesus talked about planting a seed will produce a harvest… John 12:24 

Motivation:  if you have a need, plant a seed - 

Concerning money this can even get you out of debt 

Sow righteous reap a reward 

 

“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

generously will also reap generously. Each one should give what he’s decided in his heart to 

give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Cor. 9:6-7  

 

“The world of the generous gets larger and larger; the world of the stingy gets smaller and 

smaller.” Prov. 11:24 (MSG) 

 

1.  Everything starts as a seed – idea, thought, your life, everything starts as a seed – Gen 1:11  

2. Nothing happens until the seed is planted. 
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a. John 12:24 – except corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if 

it dies, it bringeth forth more fruit; when we give it may seem as a loss, but Jesus 

sees it as gain…. fruit bearing seed.  

b. Don’t be afraid to sow……God has not given us a spirit of fear….2 Tim 1:7 

i. You may be waiting on God, but he’s waiting on you to sow a seed. 

Let’s be honest - Discussion: How has God worked in your life; as you sowed into 
someone’s life: give a real life example(s).   

  

Week #4 – “FAITH” TO BECOME A GENEROUS GIVER 

Group Discussion Questions: How can faith help me become a generous giver…give a 

scripture to that you are standing on… 

Jesus used faith as a grain of mustard seed….it must be planted to produce fruit.   

When you give you are planting seed…… YOU ARE sowing to become a generous giver 

Remember Faith DOES something……FAITH believes……. FAITH obeys……FATH acts 

Your faith should move you to action……………… 

Matt 17:20 – Jesus said to his disciples….’BECAUSE OF YOUR UNBELIEF”:   

So, Jesus said to them, “Because of your unbelief; for assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as 

a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and 

nothing will be impossible for you. 

➢ Jesus sad to his disciples they were faith less, because they could not cast out the devil in 

the young child. 

In John 11 – the story of Martha & Mary concerning Lazarus:  Lazarus was sick when they went 

for Jesus, however Jesus waited 2 days before coming to “heal Lazarus” …by then Lazarus was 

dead…. Martha had faith for the resurrection, but she did not have faith for her brother to be 

raised from the dead.  Jesus said to her “Said I not unto thee, that, if thou would believe, thou 

should see the glory of God?  Jesus cried with a loud voice, Lazarus come forth! And Lazarus 

who HAD BEEN DEAD came forth. 

Do you want to see the glory of God?  Jesus said just believe…take the limits off your faith and 

believe….so you can see the glory of God.    Don’t limit God with your unbelief……. Become a 

purposeful giver – and see the glory of God 

DON’T LIMIT YOURSELF……. DON’T LIMIT GOD…… 

Let’s be honest - Discussion:  Are you acting on your faith to be purposeful IN 
YOUR giving? 


